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Introduction 
 
The London Assembly’s Environment Committee is 
beginning an investigation into the Olympic Park 
environmental legacy. 
 
The investigation will aim to get a picture of what plans 
there are to convert the Olympic Park as a Games venue 
into the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park as a future district 
of London, and what the environmental effects are likely 
to be.  The Committee will test and challenge these plans 
in the light of the commitments and aspirations of the 
London 2012 bid and sustainability planning, and 
emerging sustainability standards.  It may recommend ways 
to improve the environmental legacy of the Games.   
 
The terms of reference for this investigation are: 

 To assess the likely environmental sustainability of the 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park 

 To investigate what work is planned for the legacy 
transition phase to secure environmental benefits and 
reduce environmental impacts  

 
This paper provides information on the background to the 
investigation, the issues we will consider and details of how 
you can contribute. 
 
Background 

 
The Olympic legacy 
The London 2012 programme is divided into three phases:  

 Preparation – building the venues and facilities 

 Staging – putting on the Games and events 

 Legacy – the lasting benefits of London 2012 1  
 
The period between staging and legacy, and the work in 
that period to secure the legacy, is known as the ‘legacy 
transition’.   
 
What environmental legacy has been promised? 
London’s 2012 Games bid spoke of ‘a legacy that will set 
new standards for sustainable development’.2   
 
Among the legacy promises were ‘to deliver a sustainable 
Games and to develop sustainable communities’ (Mayor of 
London) and ‘to make the Olympic Park a blueprint for 
sustainable living’ (UK government).3   
 
What will happen on the Olympic Park after the Games? 
The Olympic Park will become the Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park, a new neighbourhood of over 10,000 

                                                 
1
 London 2012 Sustainability Plan, 2009, pages 8-9 

2
 London 2012 candidate file, theme 5 Environment, page 75 

3
 London 2012 Sustainability Plan, 2009, page 11 

http://www.london2012.com/documents/locog-publications/london-2012-sustainability-plan.pdf
http://www.london2012.com/documents/candidate-files/theme-5-environment.pdf
http://www.london2012.com/documents/locog-publications/london-2012-sustainability-plan.pdf
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homes, with businesses providing 8-10,000 jobs, plus 
community and sporting facilities.4 
 
The transition process will take many years, with its three 
phases set to begin in 2013, 2020 and 2030.  Setting 
measurable sustainability targets and securing the 
infrastructure to achieve sustainability goals are priorities 
for the first five years.5   
 
The Olympic Park Legacy Company is the public sector, 
not-for-profit organisation responsible for the long-term 
planning, development, management and maintenance of 
the Olympic Park and its facilities after the London 2012 
Games.6 The Mayor is currently consulting on his plans, 
under the Localism Bill, to create a Mayoral Development 
Corporation (MDC), for that area.7   
 
The Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park will have environmental 
impacts through its energy use and generation, its 
biodiverse and other green space, its generation and 
handling of waste, and its use of water.  

                                                 
4
 OPLC website http://www.legacycompany.co.uk/  

5
 A walk around Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, OPLC brochure, page 

150 
6
 OPLC website http://www.legacycompany.co.uk/  

7
 The Assembly’s response to the consultation can be found here: 

http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/assembly-response-mayoral-

development-corporation-consultation 

 
Energy and carbon emissions 
The Olympic venues and facilities have been constructed 
to energy-efficiency standards – there is a further 
opportunity to ensure energy efficiency as they are 
converted to legacy use.  Also, the carbon emissions and 
other environmental effects of the legacy energy demand 
will be affected by the amount and type of on-site energy 
generation.   
 
Green space 
It is currently a planning condition of the Olympic Park 
that it has 45 hectares of biodiverse green space, and there 
are also plans for a further 102 hectares of Metropolitan 
Open Land.  The Olympic Park Legacy Company has its 
own planning powers.     
 
Air quality 
Transport to and around the park, on-site energy 
generation, and construction work during the transition 
years will be among the potential sources of air pollutants.   
 
Waste and water 
The homes, businesses and community facilities in the 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park will require substantial 
amounts of water and materials, which will need to be 
managed after use.   
 

http://www.legacycompany.co.uk/
http://www.legacycompany.co.uk/
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Social and economic aspects of sustainability 
These are part of the broader definition of sustainability 
used by Olympic partners in their sustainability planning.  
However, this investigation will focus on environmental 
sustainability.   
 
The role of commercial partners 
Many private companies and developers are and will be 
involved in the delivery of the Olympic Park and its legacy 
conversion and use.  Contractors delivering crucial parts of 
the infrastructure include Sustainability Partners such as 
BT, EDF and Cisco.  One high-profile organisation already 
identified as a preferred bidder for developing the park is 
West Ham United FC.   
 
Questions for the investigation 
 
During the investigation the Committee will seek to answer 
the following key questions:  

 What will be the environmental impacts and benefits of 
the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park? 

 How will the promise to make the Olympic park a 
‘blueprint for sustainable living’ be fulfilled? 

 What is the Olympic Delivery Agency doing to deliver a 
site suitable for an environmentally sustainable legacy? 

 What are the Olympic Park Legacy Company’s plans for 
the transition to, and operation of, an environmentally 
sustainable legacy? 

 How will sponsors, developers and other commercial 
partners be involved in delivering an environmentally 
sustainable Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park? 

 
The Committee wishes to gather the views of a wide range 
of stakeholders.   Key contributors may include: 

 London 2012 (particularly the ODA) 

 its Sustainability Partners and other sponsors 

 the Olympic Park Legacy Company 

 the Commission for a Sustainable London 2012 

 the Greater London Authority 

 the national government 

 the Host Boroughs 

 the Lee Valley Regional Park Authority 

 West Ham United FC 
 
We would like to hear from organisations that are, or could 
be, involved in delivering the sustainability legacy of 
London 2012.   
 
We would also be pleased to hear from people and 
organisations that may experience the environmental 
impact and benefits of the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.   
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How to contribute to the review 
 
The Committee is inviting written views and information to 
its review.  Submissions should aim to address the 
questions outlined above, and any other issues you 
consider important for the review. 
 
To share your views, please send submissions to Ian 
Williamson, London Assembly, City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, 
London SE1 2AA, or Ian.Williamson@london.gov.uk. We 
would welcome written submissions by Friday 17 June at 
the latest.  Please phone 020 7983 6541 with any queries. 
 
The Committee will also conduct a hearing with invited 
guests, which members of the public are welcome to 
observe.  This will be held at City Hall, at 10am on 22 June 
2011.   

About the Committee 
 
The Environment Committee investigates issues of concern 
to Londoners in relation to the environment.  It examines 
and responds on behalf of the London Assembly to the 
environmental strategies and policies of the Mayor of 
London and Functional Bodies.  Its members are: 

 Murad Qureshi AM, Labour (Chair) 

 Darren Johnson AM, Green (Deputy Chair) 

 Gareth Bacon AM, Conservative 

 James Cleverly AM, Conservative 

 Roger Evans AM, Conservative 

 Nicky Gavron AM, Labour 

 Mike Tuffrey AM, Liberal Democrat 
 
Further information about the Committee’s work can be 
found at: 
http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/mgCommitteeDet
ails.aspx?ID=143  

mailto:Ian.Williamson@london.gov.uk
http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=143
http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=143

